The usual changes in the blood took place in the iound of the circulation, yet no effect was produced by this, either on the secretions or the generation of heat ; but is it likely that no effect whatever was produced ? To me it seems extremely probable that the alteration which still took place in the blood-, when it passed through the lungs, zoas calculated to supply a necessary stimulus to the arterial and muscular systems, (the former of which indeed may be considered as a branch of the latter) for these were the only ones which remained in a state of activity, and on these only could the materials gained from the atmosphere be expended ; for as the secretions were at an end there is reason to suppose the process of nourishment was also ; and if so, the change wrought in the blood could only be to benefit the systems before mentioned.
There is another reason which induces me to think that the red blood is the natural stimulus to the arterial system, and that the changes which take place in the lungs are principally subservient to this end ; and I principally found this opinion upon the phenomena which take place in consequence of suspended respiration, in which case I conceive the destruction of life proceeds from the failure of the action
